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clear throughout this early negotiation that the
marriage that should give to the powerful coalition
of which Ferdinand was the head a family interest
in the maintenance of the Tudor dynasty was
Henry's object, to be gained on terms as easy
as practicable to himself; whereas with Ferdinand
the marriage was but the bait to secure the
armed co-operation of England against France;
and probably at the time neither of the kings had
any intention of fulfilling- that part of the bargain
which did not specially interest him. As will be
seen, however, the force of circumstances and the
keenness of the contracting parties led eventually
to a better fulfilment of the treaty than was pro-
bably intended.
For the next two years the political intrigues
of Europe centered around the marriage of the
young Duchess of Brittany. Though Roussillon
and Cerdagne mattered nothing to Henry VII.,
the disposal of the rich duchy opposite his own
shores was of importance to him. France, Spain,
England, and the Empire were all trying to out-
bid one another for the marriage of the Duchess ;
and, as Charles VIII. of France was the most
dangerous suitor, Henry was induced to send his
troops across the Channel to Brittany to join those
of Spain and the Empire, though neither of the
latter troops came. From the first all the allies
were false to each othfer, and hastened to make
separate terms with France ; Ferdinand and Maxi-
milian endeavouring above all to leave Henry at
war. When, at the end of 1491, Charles VIII.
carried off the matrimonial prize of the Duchess
of Brittany and peace ensued, none of the allies